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THIS E-SCRAP PRIMER IS DEDICATED TO The Phippine-Misereor Partnership Inc.

i L (PMPI) is a nefwork of peopbs craanizations
ARWN m ""MENE (POS), nongovemmentsl oranizations (NGOs),
AN ACTIVE SINCERE ADVOCATE OF chudhvith based groups and Misereor the
H ECTRONIC SCRAP RECYCLING overseas cavelopment agengy of the Cathole

Church n Germany based inAachen, Genmanyt

) www.pmpi.org.ph

SHOULD RECYCLE
ELECTRONIC SCRAPS
LIKE DISCARDED
MOBILE PHONES,
COMPUTERS AND

APPLIANCES?

The boom of the electronics industry
started during the 90'’s. That was the time when
television sets and transistor radios began to

BESEARCHED & WRITTEN BY be sold at cheaper prices. Before the end of

that decade, different models of cellphones
PR’MOWR’LLO also flooded the market. The use of electronic
LAY-OUT & DESIGNBY products continues to enjoy popularity until this
BRENT ANT’GM day. Especially since the use of internet and
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social media became a part of the daily lives of most
urban dwellers.

The Philippines, thou?h still a developing country, is
part of this global trend. In fact, the Philippines is one of
the leading markets in the use of electronics.

When television sets invaded Filipino houses, it
commanded strong influence in the minds of most
Filipinos. One of the evidence of the market of TV is the
most recent list of the BIR's top individua
taxpayers where most of the familiar
names are TV personalities’. In fact,
several former and present TV
celebrities owe their success in
politics to their television stint.

The Phr'!ipfmfnes is
considered as the texting capital
of the world®. According to the
latest count, there are already
about 103 million active mobile
phone subscribers in the country’.
Even in the world of politics, texting has s
played a crucial role when several young students and
professionals used SMS to topple a elected President
via people power.

Our country also leads the world in the percentage
of its citizens owning a Facebook account®. While we
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where are old ones now?

Our question even becomes more relevant if the
time

people would know that eve
change, throw out or store
?adgets in their closets,
hey are also rendering
as useless all its
metal components®.
Metals that needed
to be mined fo
catch up with the
deman for
hand-held
electronics.

they

Wires are made
with copper. Batteries
have nickel, cadmium,
zinc and lithium. While
gold and silver are used as
conductors in small circuit boards.

ttThese metals will not be present
in our gadgets without fiattening
some mountains, destroying small
islands, and denuding forests. In the
process of mining these metals, there is
also the possibility that the lives, health,
and livellhood of some citizens especially
indigenous people were compromised.
For example, the copper may have been sourced from
Philex Mining in Benguet where the spill of their tailings
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laced tenth” worldwide in terms of the number of
witter users per nation. The use of other forms of
social media like Youtube,
Wordpress, and
Instagram is  also
widespread in the
Philippines.

The newest
models of mobile
phones called
smart phones can
now be used in
accessing the !
internet. The %
latest data®
mentioned  that
one out of every
three new cellphones
purchased in the country is a
smart phone. This phenomenon further cemented
the role of social media in the lives of urban Filipinos.

Evidence of the tﬁrowfng market of social media in
the Philippines is the release of more sophisticated
electronic gadgets, but more portable than regular
laptop computers, like netbooks, tablets, and phablets.

While new models of these mobile phones and
other gadgets are released in a monthly basis, we ask,
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pond in 2012" affected several farms, fisheries and
even the generation of electricity in several provinces.
Copper is also the main produce of the infamous
Marcopper Mining that rendered rivers dead, destroyed
farms, and killed animals and human beings in
Marindugue in 1996".

The nickel used probably came from Hinatuan
Mining that left a gaping hole in the middle of the tiny
island of Manicani” in Guiuan, Eastern Samar. Because
of super typhoon Yolanda, the inhabitants of this very
small island is now confused where they will settle; near
the sea where there is threat of tsunami and storm
surges or atop the landslide-prone areas abandoned
by mining operations.

The electronics industry might also use the gold from
the planned m;‘ninguﬁr%ecf by Sagittarius Mining

in Tampakan, So otabato. A mining project
that has yet to start but already sparked social
unrest in its vicinity. In fact, many members of
the Blaan tribes including two children were
murdered because of their resistance to the
project”. Sagittarius Mining also threatens fo
clear vast forests with a land area larger than
the City of Manila®.

That is the reason why we need to ensure that
our discarded electronic items are recycled. It is
better if we avoid unnecessarily discarding our
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our gadgets just because we want a new one.

In a 2008 scientific study”, it was learmed that there
is more gold from used mobile phones than from
mining operations. According to the study, a ton of ore
will arrgy ield about .3 to 5 grams while a ton of
discarded phones is equal to 280 grams of gold. The
latter will also vield 140 grams of other reusable parts
n}ade of platinum, copper, plastic and
glass.

Aside from the direct
correlation of mining and
electronic scrap recycling,
the improper disposal of
electronic scrap also poses §
serious health hazards. If
they are included in
landfills™ they will release
poisonous substances that
would affect the health,
livelihood, ecology, and even
human lives. Buming them will
pose even more serious and
immediate health risks”,

Some of the chemicals that electronic
scrap could release to the environment are lead,
mercury and arsenic™.

Even the United Nations
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are now discussing™ how to maximize the untapped
resources from abandoned electronic products.

In the Philippines, there are some 7gmups that take
this advocacy seriously like the Philippine Misereor
Partnership, Inc. For PMPI, they even assert that the
term "e-scrap” be used instead of “e-waste” to
reinforce the message that discarded electronics are
not trash but untapped resources.

It must also be clarified that for electronic scrap
recycling to be done in the most efficient, healthy,
\ and enwronn?ent-fneqdp/ way, we should prefer
formal recycling than informal methods.

Formal recycling is done b

Llgovernment-accredited recyclers. They don

burn the gadgets to get the reusable parts. They
also ensure that other non-metal components
ﬁk‘?, plastic, glass, and rubber are recycled as
well.

Thus, informing informal recyclers, which
usually work in junk shops and dump sites, of the
hazards of burning electronic items is included in our
advocacy. We will reach out to them so they will learn
that it is better to partner with formal recyclers. As
such, we should also ensure that these informal
recyclers will be given fair and just rates by formal
recyclers.

What can we do to help? First, we should educate our
friends and relatives that we could recycle electronic
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PMPI’S

E-SCRAP

RECYCLING CAMPAIGN

The campaign for E-scrap (glectronic scrap
mining or metal recycling rests on the foundationa
framework of the anti-mining campaign of PMPI -"to
perform its role as stewards of the land, caretakers
of the environment and partners in sustainable
development”. Stewardship of Creation demands
the responsible and sustainable use of mineral
resources, and re-cycling of metals is one of the
viable alternatives to destructive “below the ground”
mining. it is deemed that through e-scrap mining we
will protect the environment and help promote
people's right to a balanced ecology.

E-scrap mining or metal recdyciing fits within the
scheme of being a good steward in the context of the
management and utilization of the mineral resources.
While we are continuing our advocacy against the
negative impacts of large-scale mining in our SoS,
the campaign on metal recycling will provide platform
to broaden the perspective in terms of minerals
management and utilization. We take inspiration from
this truism:‘it is indeed true that every kilogram of
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resources that is successfully fed obviates the
need to locate and mine that kilogram from virgin
ores=.

Reducing the need to open up new mines is a
major underlying driver for metal recycling. It will
reduce the generation of waste associa with
mining as well as the emissions of greenhouse gases
and ultimately the use of virgin ore.

This fits within the scheme of proposing
alternatives to mining. But HOW to operationalize this
campaign as an altemative poses a major challenge
to us. Thus, i is proposed that a committed plan 1o
develop the campaign should be developed with the
end in view of drawing the network to support it and
ultimately heighten our advocacy against the negative
impacts of large-scale mining in our SeS.

The E-Scrap Minin Campﬁlg will not only
consider its environmental sustainability but also the
“economic viability” considering the Small and Large
Scale Informal recyclers and the Formal Recyclers as
partners in pursuing the campaign project.

The PMPI Technical Working Group on the
E-Scrap campaign is composed of the following: lan
Rivera [Davao), Fr. Juderick Calumpiano (Eastern
xﬁsaglals} Fr. Joy Pelino (KIDMACO), Arlene Lusterio
(NCR-Urban), Francia Clavecillas (NCR-National),
Joyce Palacol (CBCP-NASSA), and Fr. Oli Castor
(PMPI Secretariat).
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